


Thanks for downloading Spooky Little Halloween’s countdown calendar! I hope you enjoy 
putting together this simple DIY and sharing these Halloween fun facts with your friends, 
family or even just your spooky self throughout October. Here’s how to print these pages to 
create your calendar cards.

SUPPLIES
• 17 x 23 inch bulletin board

• Straight pins or push pins

• Card stock

• Printer

• Scissors

• Halloween washi tape (optional to cover the frame of the bulletin board)

INSTRUCTIONS
1. Print only pages 3 - 8 first on your card stock. These are the fun fact sides of the cards.

2. Insert the pages back into the printer to print the calendar sides on the opposite side of the 
page. Check your printer’s directional settings to ensure your paper is feeding the correct 
direction - every printer is a little different.

3. Print pages 9 - 14. These are the calendar sides of the cards. (Yes, the numbers are out of 
order, but this is so certain facts line up with certain days!)

4. Print page 15 on a single sheet of card stock for the optional Happy Halloween card to place 
in the middle of your calendar.

5. Using the dashed lines on the fun fact sides of the cards, cut out each one.

6. If you want to dress up your bulletin board, cover the frame with Halloween washi tape.

7. Pin cards to bulletin board. If you’re using a 17 x 23-inch bulletin board (like my DIY does), 
cards will be pinned in seven rows of five cards. The Happy Halloween card takes the place 
of three cards in the center row (or wherever you’d like to place it!) and one space will be 
left empty in the final row.

8. Find a place in your house for your calendar, then count down the days to October 31st by 
flipping over one number per day to reveal a fun fact!

9. Share your DIY with me by tagging @spookylittlehalloween on Instagram, @spkyhalloween 
on Twitter or sharing a photo on my Facebook page at facebook.com/spookylittlehalloween.
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Halloween originated from a 
Celtic harvest festival called 

Samhain (pronounced SAH-win 
or SOW-in).

Jack-o-lanterns were originally 
carved from turnips, potatoes 
and beets and were lit to ward 

off evil spirits.

The wearing of costumes – 
or guising – while trick-or-

treating originated in Scotland 
in the 16th century and was 

meant to disguise humans from 
souls wandering the earth.

Anoka, Minnesota is said to be 
the Halloween Capital of the 

World because it held the first 
city-wide celebration of October 

31st and has the longest 
running Halloween parade.

Jack-o-lanterns are just one 
variety of pumpkins! Other 
varieties include Baby Bear, 

Sugar Pie, Harvest Moon, Big 
Tom and Jackpot to name a few.

Owls are often associated with 
Halloween. In Medieval times it 
was believed owls were witches 

and if you heard the call of an 
owl, someone was about to die.



Why are black and orange 
associated with Halloween? 
Black symbolizes darkness, 

nighttime and evil while orange 
symbolizes the changing of 
leaves, pumpkins and fall 

harvest.

Most commercially sold 
pumpkins are grown in just six 
states: Illinois, California, Ohio, 

New York, Pennsylvania and 
Michigan.

Approximately 90 million 
pounds of chocolate is sold at 
Halloween – double what is 
sold around Valentine’s Day!

If you see a spider on 
Halloween, it is said to be a 

loved one watching over you.

Have yourself a spooky little 
Halloween!

xo,
Miranda

spookylittlehalloween.com



October 30th is also known as 
Mischief Night in some parts 
of the United States. This was 

a night dedicated to pulling 
pranks on unsuspecting 

neighbors.

It is believed on Halloween 
night at the veil between the 

physical and spiritual worlds is 
thinner, allowing spirits to pass 
freely between the two and visit 

the earth.

Jack-o-lanterns get their name from a 
folk tale about Stingy Jack, a blacksmith 
who played a trick on Satan. In exchange 

for being let go, Satan agreed to never 
take Jack’s soul. Upon his death, Jack 
was sent to hell for his sinful life, but 

Satan wouldn’t let him in. Instead, he gave 
Jack two coals and forced to wander the 
countryside. Jack placed the coals inside 
a hollowed our turnip and became known 

as Jack of the Lantern.

If you have an extreme fear 
of Halloween, you suffer from 

Samhainophobia.

In the 18th century many Halloween 
games were played to divine when 

or who a young woman would marry. 
While bobbing for apples, the first to 
capture an apple would be the first 
to marry. Young women would also 

peel apples, thrown the peel over their 
shoulder and inspect it to see if it 

formed a letter, indicating the initial 
of her future spouse.

Trick-or-treating as we know it 
today has only been a tradition 
in the United States since the 

1920s.



Skittles, Reese’s Cups and 
M&M’s are the three most 

popular Halloween candies in 
the United States.

The National Confectioners 
Association estimates that 

more than 35 million pounds of 
candy corn are sold annually.

The largest Halloween parade 
takes place in New York City 
with approximately 60,000 
participants and 2 million 

spectators.

October 29th is National 
Frankenstein Day!



Trick-or-treating originated in 
Scotland and Ireland. Children 

would go door-to-door and 
perform short scenes or parts 

of plays in exchange for food or 
drink.

A full moon only occurs on 
Halloween every 19 years. In the 
21st century, this has happened 

or will happen in 2001, 2020, 
2039, 2058, 2077 and 2096.

The word Halloween comes 
from a three-day Catholic 
holiday called Hallowmas, 

celebrated Oct. 31 – Nov. 2. It 
means Hallowed Evening or 

Holy Night.

While we likely use the phrase 
“trick-or-treat” to ask for a treat 

so a trick isn’t played on the 
treat giver, outside of the United 
States it meant children would 

perform a trick to receive a 
treat.

Keene, New Hampshire holds 
the record for the most list jack-
o-lanterns on display at 30,581 

on Oct. 19, 2013.

The largest pumpkin grown to 
date was 2,624 pounds. It was 

grown by Mathias Willemijns of 
Belgium in 2016.



Candy corn was first created in 
the 1880s by the Wunderlee Candy 
Company and was originally called 

chicken feed. Candy companies 
were also making sweets shaped 
like chestnuts, turnips and other 

agricultural products because half 
the labor force were farmers.

Superheroes and princesses 
are some of the most popular 
Halloween costumes for kids 

from recent years. Classic 
costumes like witches, 

vampires and zombies are most 
popular for adults.

October 27th is National Black 
Cat Day!

October 30th is National Candy 
Corn Day!
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